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Overview

Symposium Mammographicum is the only multi-disciplinary conference in the UK that provides
interdisciplinary education for the entire breast imaging community and recognises the skills,

knowledge and contribution of all professional groups and many areas of industry within diagnostic imaging
and radiation oncology. The 22" Symposium took place at the Bournemouth International Centre, on the
south coast of England between the 9t and 11t July 2025.

The key themes of the conference were inequities in breast care (both in the UK and globally) and
sustainability. The packed programme included over 55 speakers, over 60 posters (which included over 10
delegates presenting their poster in dedicated sessions), proffered papers and an array of sponsored
hands-on workshops (supported by Siemens, FujiFilm and Hologic) as well as sponsored symposia
(supported by MIS).
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The conference provided three days of networking opportunities, bringing together over 620 people;
including delegates, exhibitors, speakers and members of the committee to meet and discuss issues
arising from the sessions. We welcomed nearly 30 international delegates from 14 countries, from Austria
to Vietnam and New Zealand to Ireland. Amongst our international delegates were recipients of our bursary
scheme; Jane Brooks, radiographer from Australia, Deborah Mizzi, Lecturer and Radiographer, Malta and
Dr Summer Amer, radiologist from the West Bank, Palestine.

S s ) , The exhibition attracted 33 stands

N and a mobile breast screening unit
from Bence, ranging from major
equipment manufacturers,
education and training providers,
cancer related charities,
professional bodies and specialist
imaging suppliers. As ever, we are
very grateful to all those who
exhibited and gave their time,
commitment and enthusiasm to
support our event.

Figure 3 Exhibition Hall a
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The Conference

The two keynote plenary speakers were very well
received, with Professor Connie Lehman from the
Harvard Medical School, USA, addressing whether
artificial intelligence (Al) can improve screening
and equity and Professor Anneke Lucassen,
Professor of Genomic Health, University of Oxford
on the topic of inequalities and genetic screening.

The use of Al in practice was highlighted in a
dedicated session with speakers including
Professor Frederick Strand from Sweden and Dr
Melissa Hill, Volpara

Figure 4 Prof Connie Lehman
Both Al related presentations provoked really
positive feedback:

“Excellent presentation with lots to follow through
for the future - very exciting.”

“Brilliant talk” and

“Lots of progress to be made in this area and a
great insight provided”

And more broadly:

“Too many to choose - the plenary speakers giving
expert insight and seeing a global perspective -
inspirational!”

Figure 5 Prof Anneke Lucassen

Between the main sessions, there were two rapid fire poster sessions staged at SympMamm for the first
time. These proved to be very popular with a lot of interaction between presenters and delegates.

lllustrating the multi-disciplinary aspect of the conference, sessions focusing on Physics Services,
pathology and breast clinician work were presented, supported by the Association of Breast Pathology and
the Association of Breast Clinicians

Feedback from delegates and exhibitors was really positive, affirming the importance of holding meetings in
person - for one delegate, it enabled “Meeting an excellent young radiologist from the West Bank who was
the winner of the symposium bursary. This was a great opportunity for her and us to know and link with her”
and for another delegate echoed that “The sessions highlighted the significant innovation and ongoing
developments within the field of mammography, which | found both informative and encouraging.”

The final plenary session on Friday focused on the impact of changes in surgical practice and breast
imaging, followed by a ‘Question Time’ panel. The panel brought together members of the Organising
Committee and Heather Arlidge, a specialist medical law practitioner, with nuanced and considered

Visit our website www.sympmamm.org.uk or contact us: info@sympmamm.org.uk Instagram: @sympmamm 5



www.sympmamm.org.uk Symposium

Mammographicum

discusion of some challenging issues raised by delegates on clinical, ethical and medico-legal topics and
duty of candour. Feedback was positive “Final questions were great and topical’ and the session reflected
the “multidisciplinary nature of the meeting”
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Fire 6 losig Plenary Session

This session proved to be very popular. The whole event was rounded off by the awarding of prizes for best
poster, best paper and the Caroline Roney award for excellence.

Feedback from delegates indicate how much they valued sessions on Al in screening, contrast-enhanced
mammography, and fast MRI. Of particular interest were discussions around inequalities in screening
access, and how imaging professionals can adapt services for diverse and underserved populations.
Networking fostered engagement with fellow delegates leading to the potential of future collaborations. The
emphasis on the professional development of radiographers — including advanced and consultant practice
roles — was well received.

Posters and Short Papers

This aspect of the conference was very well
supported with over 60 posters submitted and
enabled presenters to communicate their research
and innovative work to other practitioners. Ten
short papers were presented which include one by
one of the bursary recipients, Deborah Mizzi.
Feedback on both paper sessions was positive:
“Excellent and really insightful- future research

A

area’”, “very interesting”, “Impactful information”.

To complement the academic and technical aspects of the ;\)
conference, the social programme provided opportunities to
relax and meet colleagues, ranging from the formal opening ol
and wine reception, tai chi, the conference dinner and a fun 9-11July 2025

run. It’s difficult to cover everything about the conference at !
which there were over 65 presentations, numerous workshops, ‘
posters and the invaluable opportunity to meet up with familiar
colleagues, and form new associations with fellow
contemporaries. A reminder of the programme can be viewed:

What next?

The Committee is very grateful for delegate feedback and for the ideas for topics for the next conference in
2027. The positive reaction to the workshop activities has been amazing and is being considered how this
aspect will form part of the next event.

Watch this space for further announcements when and where the next conference will take place!
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